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ADRIAN SELF (b. 1952) 
Advent Responsory 

 

 
I look from afar: and lo,  
I see the power of God coming,  
and a cloud covering the whole earth.  
Go ye out to meet him and say:  
Tell us, art thou he that should come  
to reign over thy people Israel?  
High and low, rich and poor, one with another,  
Go ye out to meet him and say:  
Hear, 0 thou Shepherd of Israel,  
thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep,  
Tell us, art thou he that should come?  
Stir up thy strength, 0 Lord,  
and come to reign over thy people, Israel.  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost.  
I look from afar… 
 
 
PLEASE STAND 
 
STEPHEN CLEOBURY (1948-2019) arr. 
 
1. O come, O come, Emmanuel,  
Redeem thy captive Israel; 
That into exile drear is gone  
Far from the face of God’s dear Son. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
2. O come, thou Branch of Jesse, draw  
The quarry from the lion’s claw; 
From the dread caverns of the grave,  
From nether hell thy people save. 
Rejoice! Rejoice!... 
 
3. O come, O come, thou Dayspring bright!  
Pour on our souls thy healing light; 
Dispel the long night’s ling’ring gloom  
And pierce the shadows of the tomb. 
Rejoice! Rejoice!... 
 
4. O come, thou Lord of David’s Key!  
The royal door fling wide and free; 
Safeguard for us the heav’n-ward road  
And bar the way to death’s abode. 
Rejoice! Rejoice!... 

5. O come, O come, Adonaï,  
Who in thy glorious majesty, 
From that high mountain clothed with awe,  
Gavest thy folk the elder law. 
Rejoice! Rejoice!... 
 
 
JONATHAN DOVE (b.1959) 
I am the day 
 
I am the day soon to be born. 
I am the sprig from the root of David  
and the bright star of the morning. 
I am the Alpha and the Omega,  
the first and the last,  
the beginning and the end. 
 
 
PHILIP LEDGER (1937-2012) 
Advent Calendar 
Poem: Rowan Williams 
   Baritone, Michael Floyd 

He will come like last leaf's fall. 
One night when the November wind 
has flayed the trees to bone, and earth 
wakes choking on the mould, 
the soft shroud's folding. 

He will come like frost. 
One morning when the shrinking earth 
opens on mist, to find itself 
arrested in the net 
of alien, sword-set beauty. 

He will come like dark. 
One evening when the bursting red 
December sun draws up the sheet 
and penny-masks its eye to yield 
the star-snowed fields of sky. 

He will come, will come, 
will come like crying in the night, 
like blood, like breaking, 
as the earth writhes to toss him free. 
He will come like child. 
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MALCOLM PEARCE (b.1950) 
Nova! Nova! 
 
Nova! Nova! Ave fit ex Eva. 
Gabriel of high degree, 
He came down from Trinity 
To Nazareth in Galilee. 
Nova! Nova! … 
 
He met a maiden in a place, 
He fell down before her face, 
And said, “Hail Mary, full of grace!” 
Nova! Nova! … 
  
When the maiden saw all this, 
She was sore abashed y-wis, 
And weened that she had done amiss. 
Nova! Nova! … 
 
Then said the Angel, “Dread not thou, 
Ye shall conceive in all virtue 
A child whose name shall be Jesu.” 
Nova! Nova! … 
 
Then said the maiden, “Verily 
I am your servant right truly, 
Ecce ancilla Domini.” 
Nova! Nova! … 
 
 
PLEASE STAND 
 
GUSTAV HOLST (1874-1934) arr. 
 
1. Personent hodie  
Voces puerulae, 
Laudantes iucunde 
Qui nobis est natus, 
Summo Deo datus,  
et de virgineo  
ventre procreatus. 
 
On this day youthful voices sing aloud, 
 joyfully praising Him who was born for us,  
given by God, born of a virgin. 
 
WOMEN ONLY 
2. In mundo nascitur,  
Pannis involvitur, 
Praesepi ponitur  
Stabulo brutorum, 
Rector supernorum.  
Perdidit spolia  
Princeps infernorum. 
 
Born into the world, wrapped in swaddling clothes,  
laid in a manger in an animals' stable,  
the Ruler of all, The Prince of Hell is robbed of his spoils! 

MEN ONLY 
3. Magi tres venerunt,  
Parvulum inquirunt, 
Bethlehem adeunt, 
Stellulam sequendo,  
Ipsum adorando, 
Aurum, thus, et myrrham  
Ei offerendo. 
 
Three Kings came bearing their gifts.  
They sought the child, and arrived in Bethlehem, 
following a star, offering gold, incense and myrrh in adoration. 

 
4. Omnes clericuli,  
Pariter pueri, 
Cantent ut angeli:  
Advenisti mundo, 
Laudes tibi fundo.  
Ideo gloria  
In excelsis Deo! 
 
All men and all boys sing with angels: 
"You have come into the world; All praise to You; 
 Glory to God in the Highest!" 

 
 
MICHAEL PRAETORIUS (1571-1621) 
Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen 
 
Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen  
Aus einer Wurzel zart, 
Wie uns die Alten sungen,  
Aus Jesse kam die Art. 
Und hat ein Blümlein bracht 
Mitten im kalten Winter 
Wohl zu der halben Nacht. 
 
A Rose has sprung from a tender root. 
As the elders foretold, it came from the stem of Jesse  
and brought forth a flower  
In the cold midwinter at the dead of night. 

 
Das Röslein, das ich meine,  
Davon Jesaia sagt; 
Hat uns gebracht alleine 
Marie, die reine Magd. 
Aus Gottes ew’gem Rat 
Hat sie ein Kind geboren 
Bleibend ein reine Magd. 
 
The rose of which I speak, and Isaiah foretold,  
brought to us alone Mary, the pure maid.  
Obedient to God’s eternal will  
she gave birth to a child yet remained a pure maid. 
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Das Blümelein so kleine, 
Das duftet uns so süss; 
Mit seinem hellen Scheine 
Vertreibt’s die Finsternis. 
Wahr’ Mensch und wahrer Gott, 
Hilft uns aus allem Leide, 
Rettet von Sünd und Tod. 
 
The flower so small that sends us its sweet perfume,  
with its shining brightness wards off the darkness. 
True mankind and very God, keep us from all cares,  
save us from sin and death. 

 
 
LENNOX BERKELEY (1903-1989) 
I sing of a maiden 
 
I sing of a maiden 
That is makeles, 
King of all kinges 
To her son she ches. 
 
He came all so stille 
There his mother was 
As dew in Aprille 
That falleth on the grass. 
 
He came all so stille 
To his mother’s bowr, 
As dew in Aprille 
That falleth on the flowr. 
 
He came all so stille 
There his mother lay, 
As dew in Aprille 
That falleth on the spray. 
 
Mother and maiden 
Was never none but she; 
Well may such a lady 
Godes mother be. 
 
 
HERBERT HOWELLS (1892-1983) 
A Spotless Rose 
   Baritone solo, Pegram Harrison 
 

A Spotless Rose is blowing,  
Sprung from a tender root,  
Of ancient seers' foreshowing,  
Of Jesse promised fruit;  
Its fairest bud unfolds to light  
Amid the cold, cold winter,  
And in the dark midnight.  

 

 

The Rose which I am singing,  
Whereof Isaiah said,  
Is from its sweet root springing  
In Mary, purest maid;  
For through our God's great love and might,  
The Blessed Babe she bare us  
In a cold, cold winter's night.  
 
 
PLEASE STAND 
 
JANET LINCÉ (b.1951) arr. 
The Linden Tree 
 
1. There stood in heav’n a linden tree, 
But, though ‘twas honey-laden, 
All angels cried: “no bloom shall be 
Like that of one fair maiden”. 
 
2. Sped Gabriel on wingèd feet, 
And passed through bolted portals 
In Nazareth, a maid to greet, 
Blest o’er all other mortals. 
 
MEN ONLY 
3. “Hail Mary!” quoth the angel mild, 
“Of womankind the fairest; 
The virgin ay shalt thou be styled, 
A babe although thou bearest”. 
 
CHOIR ONLY 
4. “So be it!” God’s handmaiden cried, 
“According to thy telling.” 
Whereon the angel smartly hied 
Up homeward to his dwelling. 
 
5. This tiding filled his mates with glee, 
‘Twas passed from one to other, 
‘Tis Mary, see, and none but she 
That God would call her Mother. 
 
 
BENJAMIN BRITTEN (1913-1976) 
 A Hymn to the Virgin  
   Soloists: Zoe Tarrant, Carol Goodall   
                     John Tucker, Stephen Allen 

Of one that is so fair and bright  
Velut maris stella [like the star of the sea]  
Brighter than the day is light,  
Parens et puella: [parent and daughter]  
I cry to thee, thou see to me,  
Lady, pray thy Son for me,  
Tam pia, [so very holy]  
That I may come to thee.  
Maria! [Mary]  
 

Please turn page quietly 
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All this world was forlorn  
Eva peccatrice, [Eve the sinner]  
Till our Lord was yborn  
De te genetrice. [of thee the mother]  
With Ave it went away  
Darkest night, and comes the day  
Salutis; [in salutation]  
The well springeth out of thee.  
Virtutis. [with virtue]  
 
Lady, flower of everything,  
Rose sine spina, [rose without a thorn]  
Thou bare Jesu, Heaven's King,  
Gratia divina: [divine grace]  
Of all thou bear'st the prize,  
Lady, queen of paradise  
Electa: [the chosen one]  
Maid mild, mother es  
Effecta. [hath performed]  
 
 
PETER WARLOCK (1894-1930) 
Bethlehem Down 
Poem:  Bruce Blunt 
 
“When he is King we will give Him the King’s gifts, 
Myrrh for its sweetness, and gold for a crown, 
Beautiful robes”, said the young girl to Joseph, 
Fair with her first-born on Bethlehem Down. 
 
Bethlehem Down is full of the starlight – 
Winds for the spices, and stars for the gold, 
Mary for sleep, and for lullaby music 
Songs of a shepherd by Bethlehem fold. 
 
When he is King they will clothe Him in grave sheets, 
Myrrh for embalming, and wood for a crown, 
He that lies now in the white arms of Mary 
Sleeping so lightly on Bethlehem Down. 
 
When he has peace and a short while for dreaming, 
Close-huddled oxen to keep Him from cold, 
Mary for love, and for lullaby music 
Songs of a shepherd by Bethlehem fold. 
 
 
WILLIAM WALTON (1902-1983) 
All this time  
 
All this time this song is best:  
Verbum caro factum est.  
 
This night there is a child yborn  
That sprang out of Jesse's thorn;  
We must sing and say thereforn,  
All this time…  
 

Jesus is the childes name,  
And Mary mild is his dame;  
All our sorrow shall turn to game:  
All this time… 
 
It fell upon high midnight:  
The starres shone both fair and bright;  
The angels sang with all their might.  
All this time… 
 
Now kneel we down on our knee,  
And pray we to the Trinity  
Our help, our succour for to be;  
All this time… 
 
 
PLEASE STAND 
 
MICHAEL PRAETORIUS (1571-1621) Melody 
Harmonized by G.R. WOODWARD (1848-1934) 
 
1. Come Thou Redeemer of the earth, 
And manifest thy virgin birth; 
Let every age adoring fall, 
Such birth befits the God of all. 
 
2. Begotten of no human will, 
But of the Spirit, thou art still 
The Word of God, in flesh arrayed, 
The Saviour; now to man displayed. 
 
WOMEN ONLY 
3. The virgin womb that burden gained 
With virgin honour all unstained, 
The banners there of virtue glow, 
God in his temple dwells below. 
 
4. Forth from that chamber goeth he, 
That royal home of purity, 
A giant in twofold substance one, 
Rejoicing now his course to run. 
 
5. From God the Father he proceeds, 
To God the Father back he speeds, 
Runs out his course to death and hell. 
Returns on God’s high throne to dwell. 
 
 
PAUL EDWARDS (b. 1956) 
No small wonder  
Poem: Paul Wigmore  
 

Small wonder the star, small wonder the light,  
The angels in chorus, the shepherds in fright;  
But stable and manger for God – no small wonder!  
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Small wonder the kings, small wonder they bore  
The gold and the incense, the myrrh, to adore;  
But God gives his life on a cross – no small wonder!  

Small wonder the love, small wonder the grace,  
The power, the glory, the light of his face;  
But all to redeem my poor heart – no small wonder!  
 
 
JAMES MACMILLAN (b.1959) 
O radiant dawn 
 
O radiant dawn, splendour of eternal Light,  
sun of Justice: 
Come, shine on those who dwell in darkness  
and the shadow of death. 
 
Isaiah had prophesied, ‘The people who walked  
in darkness have seen a great light; 
Upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom  
a light has shone.’ 
Amen. 
 
 
PLEASE STAND 
 
DAVID WILLCOCKS (1919-2015) arr. 
 
1. Of the Father’s heart begotten, 
Ere the world from chaos rose, 
He is Alpha from that Fountain 
All that is and hath been flows; 
He is Omega, of all things 
Yet to come the mystic Close, 
Evermore and evermore. 
 
2. MEN ONLY 
By his word was all created;  
He commanded and ‘twas done; 
Earth and sky and boundless ocean, 
Universe of three in one, 
All that sees the moon’s soft radiance, 
All that breathes beneath the sun, 
Evermore and evermore. 
 
3.  WOMEN ONLY 
O how blest that wondrous birthday, 
When the Maid the curse retrieved, 
Brought to birth mankind’s salvation, 
By the Holy Ghost conceived; 
And the Babe, the world’s Redeemer, 
In her loving arms received, 
Evermore and evermore. 
 
 
 

4. This is he, whom seer and sybil 
Sang in ages long gone by; 
This is he of old revealed 
In the page of prophecy; 
Lo! He comes, the promised Saviour; 
Let the world his praises cry! 
Evermore and evermore. 
 
5. Sing, ye heights of heav’n, his praises; 
Angels and Archangels, sing! 
Wheresoe’er ye be, ye faithful, 
Let your joyous anthems ring, 
Ev’ry tongue his name confessing, 
Countless voices answering, 
Evermore and evermore. 
 
 
GEORGE FRIDERIC HANDEL (1685-1759) 
And the glory of the Lord 
from ‘Messiah’ 
 
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed. 
And all flesh shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. 
 
 
***** 
 
 
 
MALCOLM PEARCE 

Malcolm received his early musical training as a 
Quirister at Winchester College. He studied at the 
Royal College of Music, winning the Walford Davies 
prize for organ performance in his final year. He was 
Director of Music at Magdalen College School for 26 
years where he nurtured the talents of many who 
have subsequently made significant contributions in 
a wide range of musical fields. 
      He has directed choirs and orchestras in Oxford 
and continues to be involved in diverse projects, 
ranging from mentoring a madrigal consort to 
accompaniment, chamber music, continuo and 
orchestral work. He has given solo and concerto 
performances on the organ at home and abroad and 
is editor of An Oxfordshire Organ Book. His 
compositions have been published, recorded and 
broadcast on Radio 3. Further information 
at www.malcolmpearce.com. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.malcolmpearce.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbf10cd15899f459c4fa008d9b18fe20e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637736053801728923%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=U4EMQhU6avKQQHUmbj34Ii0CN5YQkSzZSknqc5Mx0EA%3D&reserved=0


6 
 

JANET LINCÉ 
 
Janet is widely experienced as a choral and orchestral conductor, teacher, workshop leader and  
mentor.  She founded Choros in 1995 and has also been musical director of Reading Festival Chorus, Royal 
Leamington Spa Bach Choir, Newbury Choral Society, NewChoir, OUP Choir, Thames Voyces and Horniman 
Singers.  In 2003 she was engaged for three months as guest conductor for New Zealand’s Auckland Choral with 
whom she performed Handel’s Messiah and settings of the Gloria by Poulenc, Rutter and Vivaldi.  With Sarah 
Tenant-Flowers she is co-conductor of the chamber choir Encoro. 

As a guest chorus master with the BBC Symphony Chorus, the Philharmonia Chorus and the London  
Symphony Chorus Janet has worked for conductors such as Andrew Davis, Richard Hickox, Yakov  
Kreizberg, Kurt Masur and Mikhail Pletnev.  For sixteen years she was chorus master for the highly  
acclaimed Newbury Spring Festival Chorus.  
 
Janet has conducted orchestras such as The Brandenburg SInfonia, London Concertante, Orchestra da Camera, 
the Warwickshire Symphony Orchestra, Oxford Sinfonia and Beauchamp Sinfonietta.  In 2012 she formed 
Corona Strings with whom she has had the privilege of exploring a wide repertoire of music for orchestra. 
Janet has worked with period instrument ensembles such as The Monteverdi String Band, Canzona, Charivari 
Agréable and Corona Baroque Ensemble.  She has a particular interest in the period instrument performance of 
the music of J.S. Bach and his contemporaries whilst her repertoire also includes major oratorios such as 
Brahms's Requiem, Elgar’s The Dream of Gerontius, Britten’s War Requiem, Mendelssohn's Elijah, Vaughan 
Williams's A Sea Symphony and Verdi’s Requiem.  She has also conducted less well-known works such as the 
Choral Fantasia of Gustav Holst, Britten’s The Company of Heaven, Respighi’s Lauda per la Natività and 
Janáček's Otčenáš.  Always keen to promote new repertoire, Janet has commissioned works from composers 
such as Cecilia McDowall, Andrew Gant, John Duggan, Janet Wheeler and Roderick Williams.  
 
Janet is greatly in demand as a choir trainer and workshop leader and has travelled widely in the UK, working 
with choirs and giving workshops throughout the country.  She has toured New Zealand several times and has 
built strong ties with New Zealand choirs, conductors and composers. 

 
CHOROS 
Patron: Nicholas Cleobury 
 
Choros gave its first concert in London in 1995 - a fund-raising performance of Bach’s Magnificat in St John’s 
Smith Square for World Aids Day.  In 1997 the choir performed its first Advent Carol Concert here in 
Deddington and, following the enthusiastic response of the audience, the choir has returned almost every year 
since to sing an Advent Carols by Candlelight concert.  In 2017 the ‘Beast-from-the-East’ descended on us, 
making the journey to Deddington impossible for singers and audience members and, of course, in 2020 no 
concerts were possible on safety grounds amidst the worldwide pandemic.  
This being the 25th anniversary of our most popular event, we decided to make this our final concert to 
celebrate our achievements.  Over the years we have given more than 120 performances ranging from large-
scale oratorios to local village fund-raising concerts.  we have commissioned more than a dozen new carols, 
many of which we have included on our two Advent CDs as a lasting record of our achievement.  Both CDs are 
on sale tonight.      
Our website will remain active and continue to give information about the choir and its history. 

www.choros.org 
 

SOPRANO 
Janet Allen 
Janet Johnson 
Helen Morton 
Madelon Shaw 
Alice Stainer 
Julia Stutfield 
Zoe Tarrant 
Joanna Tucker 
Miranda Whiteley 

ALTO 
Christy Barnard 
Carol Goodall 
Isabel Nisbet 
Fiona Winstone 
 
 

TENOR 
Forrest Brennen 
Stuart Hubble 
Richard Johnstone 
John Tucker 
Peter Williams 

BASS 
Stephen Allen 
Michael Floyd 
Pegram Harrison 
Andrew Mead 
Damian Riddle 
 

 



7 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

He came all so stille (2004) 
 

Includes: 
 

Advent Responsory (Self) 
O come, O come Emmanuel (Cleobury) 

A hymn to the Virgin (Britten) 
No small wonder (Edwards) 

A spotless rose (Howells) 
 

And carols by Ord, Shaw, Hadley, Vaughan Williams 
and Kodaly 

 
 

 
A sense of Advent (2020) 

 
Includes: 

 
I sing of a maiden (Berkeley) 

All this time (Walton) 
Nova, nova! (Pearce) 

 
And carols by Ireland, Ledger, Lincé, Duggan, 

McDowall, Wheeler and Pettman 
 
 
 
 

 
Both CDs are on sale at tonight’s concert at the special price of £5 each! 

 
Also available via Choros website    www.choros.org 
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Each year we hold a retiring collection for a different charity and this year we are 
supporting the Woodland Trust whose work is vital towards protecting and 

improving the UK’s natural environment and promoting better CO2 management. 
 

Please give as generously as you can. 
 
 
 

 
 

Registered charity no. 294344 and no. SCO3888 
 
 


